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Islam is ready, not only to take a place in the modern
world, but to take the supreme place. Christianity is
challenged, attacked, even ridiculed. The Muslim who
accepted his religion from these writings might hold his
head high, even when confronting Western Europe, His
religion, point by point, is proved the finest in the world-
judged by the most modern standards. The Prophet whom
he adores is the supreme character of all history. The
Muslim might well be proud, and confident. The spirit of
his religion, he found, is the highest liberal ideals, put here
in contemporary and in glowing terms.
Naturally, the accurate historian, the careful orientalist,
even the logician, could pick errors from the work and
from the religious position that it embodies ; but' that is not
to our purpose.-like religious charge that one can lay
against it, and against all this movement, is its ethical
poverty : it makes no demands upon the Muslim. It is
beautiful, but inspires no activity. The Islam here presented
is altogether admirable ; but the function of a true religion
is not only to be admired.!.
DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSIS OF THE MOVEMENT
We have devoted considerable space to an appreciation
of Amrl 'all's exposition of Islam. This is not because his
writings have had a corresponding influence directly on
Indian Muslims; even the vety large number of copies of
his books sold indicates an audience for his views in
Europe, and in other parts of the Islamic world, and not
necessarily in India. He found many sympathetic readers
in the liberal West interested in appreciating a religion not
their own; and in Muslim Egypt, his Spirit of Isl&m is the
most widely quoted modern book on the religion26* But
his importance for Indian Islam lies in his representative
significance. Subsequent writers may have taken their
attitudes directly from him, or from a similar set of circum-
stances. In any case, and in spite of individual differences
he expressed earlier than most, and, it must be admitted,